Nursing has a long tradition of concern about aesthetics in healing work. Watson (1999) argued for the necessity of beauty and art in healing work and uses Nightingale's own words from Notes on Nursing to demonstrate that our first philosopher-theorist in nursing foreshadowed nursing's contemporary interests in aesthetics (p. 209). Holistic nurses, in particular, are concerned about aesthetics, the arts, and the art of nursing. Evidence for this truth can be found in our publications, our conference programs, and our practice standards.
Aesthetics is a field of study in philosophy that is experiencing tremendous growth because of, in part, the recognition by certain 19thcentury philosophers of the central place of art as a dimension of the human condition (Cooper, 1995) . Although early efforts in aesthetics focused on beauty and standards of taste (and these are still influential ideas), the field has evolved toward inquiry about what is artistically valid. There are three essential elements of artistic validity of either an object or an experience: meaning, emotional response, and coherence (Chinn & Kramer, 2004, p. 195) .
First, works or experiences with artistic validity convey meaning beyond that which is symbolized. For example, a poem about a butterfly may, in truth, be a poem about living in the moment as in the following by Rabindanath Tagore (1928): "The butterfly counts not months, but moments, and has time enough" (p. 15). Likewise, the description of the use of a ritual in nursing, such as the final bath of a deceased neonate, is not just about the procedure but about the meaning of the experience to the parent and the nurse.
Second, artistically valid works or experiences evoke a deep emotional response. The exact nature of the emotional response is not prescribed and may be culturally derived. However, often this response, labeled the aesthetic response, is associated with pleasure and love as experienced in the presence of beauty. However, beauty, according to Grudin (1990) is not "an illusion or social convention or mere 'effect' of object on subject" (p. 58). Beauty results from insight into the wholeness of something-deep understanding of the integrity of a phenomenon. Social conventions and the intent to produce particular effects are likely to result in art works or descriptions of experience that are trite, overly sentimental, and lacking in insight.
Third, the elements of the work or experience must "hang together" that is, they must be "coherent in form and substance" (Chinn & Kramer, 2004, p. 195 ). Coherence could be described as an aspect of beauty when beauty is defined as a "necessary dimension of wholeness" (Grudin, 1990, p. 57) . In other words, the composition of the artwork or experience forms a pattern that is whole and, thus, has beauty. To create works or experiences that have the quality of coherence, mastery of the craft is necessary whether that craft is poetry, pottery, or caring. Mastery of craft is necessary to the making of art.
Art is a process and a product. Art as a process involves imagination and creativity and has as its aim the production of a work or experience that has an aesthetic quality. Making art has been described as the act of making something special through a variety of techniques with an aesthetic intention (Dissanayake, 1995) When something has been made special with aesthetic intention, it connects us to ourselves and to each other and, perhaps, to something greater than ourselves. Watson (1999) stated that "art is a way of dealing with life and healing processes in a reverential way, with a sense of awe and respect for the larger picture of the universe" (p. 194).
Because the field of aesthetics recognizes art as central to the human condition and the human condition is the central concern of nursing, there is a natural link between aesthetics and nursing. Carper (1978) opened the way for nursing to claim aesthetics as necessary to our body of knowledge by associating aesthetic knowing with the art of nursing. I hope that many of you will take advantage of this opportunity to expand our understanding of aesthetic knowing and the art of nursing by submitting your work for review.
The following are criteria for review of works submitted for publication by the Department of Holistic Nursing Aesthetics:
1. The content of the work reveals the nature of nursing and/or provides insights into a phenomenon of particular interest to nursing. 2. The work is well crafted using standards of excellence for the medium chosen. 3. The work creates a strong emotional response. 4. The work does not use clichés, is not trite, and does not rely on sentimentality for emotional impact. 5. The work has coherence of form and substance. 6. The submission of literary or visual art works includes a brief explanation (one paragraph) of the circumstances that lead to the creation of the work. 7. Essays are scholarly and meet publication criteria for manuscripts.
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